15th Annual Slieve Bloom Walking Festival

May Bank Holiday Weekend May 1st to 4th 2009 

E-mail info@slievebloom.ie
Tel  +353 [0]862789147

www.slievebloom.ie
Introduction

Break the old routine for a few days and escape from it all on a spring break in the beautiful Slieve Bloom Mountains and join us for the 15th annual Slieve Bloom Walking Festival. The festival provides a range of hill walks from easy to moderate to challenging at various locations in the Slieve Blooms. Experienced walk leaders will enhance your walk with information on local historic sites and wildlife. In the evening relax and enjoy candlelit dinners followed by traditional Irish music sessions in one of the local pubs.
Come and discover the Slieve Blooms, the land of Fionn Mac Cumhaill where thousands of years of magic and mystery are interwoven across a land as unspoiled as it is rich in archaeology, history, tradition and culture. The festival takes place from Friday May 2nd to Monday May 5th 2009 

Not two hours from Dublin, Shannon, Cork or Galway are the mountains of Slieve Bloom: an oasis that has managed to keep itself apart: an almost-forgotten island of tranquility in the very heart of Ireland. 

Slieve Bloom is full of hidden, magic places for walking, especially perhaps along the streams and rivers that radiate from the hills in all directions. Each has its hidden waterfalls and miniature ravines, where the wild plants and animals of the mountains still find a home. Everywhere there are places you can feel you are seeing the land as it must have been when the first people stepped into it. These are places off the beaten track, places you will discover as your guide takes you into remote and wilderness areas of the Slieve Blooms which are only accessible on foot and rarely frequented by hill walkers.

Evening Entertainment

The Slieve Bloom Walking Festival will offer a great deal more than just guided walking. Gather with the other walkers in Giltraps Pub Kinnittty on Friday nigh for an evening of traditional music and song. Regitstration for Walking Festival takes place  on Saturday Morning at 11am in the Community Centre Clonaslee Co Laois . Apres walk refreshments and chat at the Village Inn Clonaslee Co Laois. Evening dinner available at the Glendine Bistro Kinnitty- Walkers Special 3 course dinner €25. Bus from Kinnitty to music night in Dempseys Pub Cadamstown 9.30pm  [ Just 5 minutes drive] on Saturday Night. Sunday morning walking  registration in Kinnitty Community Centre at 11am. Apres Walk refreshments Slieve Bloom Bar Kinnitty. Sunday night- Blisters BBQ and Dance Kinnitty Castle €30 euro. Tickets available at walks registration. Monday walking registration at Community Centre Clonaslee 11am. Apres walk refreshments Fallons Pub Clonaslle Co Laois.
The Walks 

The walking festival provides you with a total of 10 walks, from a range of easy 5k (3 miles) walks to more challenging 16k(11 miles)walks.

Walking Grades

A Strenuous B Less strenuous C Moderate D Gentle.
A special feature of this years festival will be the Eco Walks at Glenbarrow, Glenafelly and Knockbarron, Your Eco Walk guide will draw your attention to the flora, fauna and geology in a way which is most enjoyable and very easy to appreciate. Indeed, these walks will give you new eyes for familiar places, and enrich your walking experience wherever you go!

Special Offer Slieve Bloom Walking Festival All Inclusive Weekend Package 2009
All Inclusive Package €229 pps includes:

· Three nights' accommodation with heart warming healthy Irish breakfasts 

· Three delightful packed lunches 

· Two evening dinners

· Guided Festival Walks

· Blisters Ball

· Traditional Music Dungeon Bar Kinnitty Castle

[Weekend single supplement €80] www.slievebloom.ie

 Walking and Accommodation package €126pps includes:

· Three nights accommodation with heart warming healthy Irish Breakfasts

· 3 days guided Festival Walks

· Traditional Irish Music
[Weekend single supplement €80] www.slievebloom.ie
To Secure Accommodation please book at least 6 weeks in advance

Further Details

E-mail info@slievebloom.ie

Slieve Bloom Rural Development Society

Kinnitty Community Centre

Kinnitty Co Offaly

Tel  +353 [0]862789147

www.slievebloom.ie
Registration

Registration takes place in Kinnitty Community Centre on Saturday at 11am Cost €20 Single Family €30

Equipment
It is the
